Somaliland Prisons Ordinance 1952 and Prisons Rules 1953
Arrangements of the Sections and the Rules

Somaliland Prisons Ordinance 1952
No. 11 of 18 July 1952
Arrangements of the Sections (as amended)

PART 1

1.
2.

Shirt title and commencement
Interpretation

PART II Establishment of Prisons

3.
4,

Declaration of prisons
Temporary prisons

Part III Constitution and Administration

LoN:

Somaliland Prison Service

Prison Officers

Application of Ordinance to existing prison officers
General powers of Commissioner

Officers of or above the rank of assistantsuperintendent (prison?) to exercise

powers of the Commissioner

. Commissioner to inspect prisons

. Administration of prison where no prison officer is in charge

. Appointment of police officers to perform duties of prison officers
. Duties of officer in charge

Part IV Appointment of Prison Officers

14.

Appointment of prison officers

Part V Powers, Duties and Privileges of Prison Officers

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Prison officers not to engage in other employment or to receive fees or gratuities
General powers and duties of prison officers

Responsibility of officers in charge for stores, etc.

Matrons and female prisoners

Punishment by warders

Prison officers not to enter cells at night

Male officers not enter cells where females are confined

Cases where prisoner officers have the powers and privileges of police officers
Prison officers always liable for duty

Arrest of deserters

Examination of articles, vehicles and persons entering or leaving a prison

Use of arms by prison officers

Power to take photographs and finger prints of criminal prisoners
Non-liability for act done under authority of a warrant

Salaries of certain officers not to be liable to attachment

Part VI Medical Officers

30.
31.

General duties of medical officers
Medical examination of prisoners

1 As amended by section 3 of Ordinance No. 8 of 15 May 1955.
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32. Observation of prisoners under sentence of death or charged with capital offence
33. Examination of prisoners in solitary confinement or in hospital
34. Officer in charge empowered to order prisoners to be examined

Part VII Discipline of Staff

35. Methods of dealing with senior prison officers

36. Offences by prison officers

37. Punishments which may be awarded by Commissioner or senior officer or officers
in charge

38. Procedure in cases of grave or repeated offences

39. Pay not to accrue during absence without leave, imprisonment or detention

40. Offences of desertion triable by criminal court

41. Dismissal of certain prison officers

42. Powers of officers holding enquiry under section 37

43. Powers of interdiction and suspension

44. Fines to be recovered by stoppage of pay

Part VIII Admission, Confinement, Custody and Removal of Prisoners

45. Admission of prisoners

46. Prisoners established in the Protectorate to be prisons for the detention of
prisoners from the Reserved Area and the Ogaden

47. Prisoner to be informed of right of appeal

48. Prisoners in legal custody of the officer in charge

49. Search of prisoners in admission

50. Prisoners’ record to be kept by the officer in charge

51. Money and other effects of prisoners to be kept in custody of the officer in charge

52. Separation of prisoners

53. Maintenance of certain prisoners from private sources

54. Prisoners may be removed to another prison

55. Medical examination of prisoner on removal to another prison

56. Arrangements to be made on removal of prisoners

57. Removal of lunatic? prisoners

58. Removal of sick prisoners to hospital

59. Hospital officers to take precautions to prevent escape

60. Measures for further security of prisoners in hospital

61. Notice of death of prisoner to be given to nearest magistrate

Part IX Prisoners under Sentence of Death
62. Supervision of prisoners under sentence of death.

Part X Labour of Prisoners

63. Hard Labour

64. Prisoners sentenced to imprisonment without hard labour

65. Female prisoners

66. Civil prisoners and unconvicted prisoners not required to do labour

2 The term ‘lunatic’ prisoner under the dated 1927 Lunacy Ordinance was replaced, under the 1953
Mental Disorders Ordinance the term ‘mentally or defective’ person.
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Part XI Offences by Prisoners

67. Prison offences

68. Punishment of prisoners

69. Punishment for aggravated or repeated offences

70. Prisoner allowed to be heard in his defence

71. Medical examination of prisoners before punishment
72. Punishment of prison offences by magistrate

73. Punishments to be entered in prisoner’s record

Part XII Remission System

74. Remission of part of sentence of certain prisoners
75. Restoration of forfeited remission

76. Periodical reports

Part XIII Discharge of Prisoners
77. Responsibility of officers in charge for the discharge of prisoners
78. Assistance to discharged prisoners

Part XIV Visits to and Communications with Prisoners

79. Visits and letters from friends and relatives

80. Communications with or by prisoners other than convicted criminal prisoners
81. Visits to prisons

82. Visits by police officers

Part XV Prison Ministers and Visiting Justices
83. Appointment of prison ministers
84. Appointment and powers of visiting justices and prison visitors

Part XVI Offences in Relation to Prisons

85. Penalty for trafficking

86. Unlawful possession of prison articles

87. Incitement and abetting of desertions

88. Incitement and mutiny and sedition

89. Harbouring prisoners

90. General penalty

91. Power to prosecute under other law no to be effected

Part XVIII Miscellaneous

92. Power to make rules

93. Repeal and Saving (The Prison Discipline Ordinance and any reference to the prison
police in Part V of the Police Ordinance 1927 (as amended) were repealed)

Somaliland Prisons Rules 1953
GN No. 33 of 21 May 1953

Arrangement of the Rules

1. Short Title and Commencement
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2. Interpretation

PART I. Enlistment, terms of service and discharge of Chief Officers and Warders.
3. Chief Officers

4. Probation

5. Increments

6. Efficiency bars

7. Leave

8. Sickleave

9. Quarters

10. Superannuation

11. Warders

12. Declaration on enlistment

13. Training

14. Re-engagement

15. Re-engagement within three months of discharge

16. Re-engagement after three months

17. Other territories

18. Reciprocity

19. Leave

20. Sick-leave

21. Prison officers not to resign without permission

22. Prolongation of service in case of war etc.

23. Discharge on completion of service

24. Expiration of service

25. Discharge

26. Certificate of discharge

27. Rules for reckoning service for purposes of discharge

28. Record of prison officers

29. Transfer

30. Arms, accoutrements, etc. to be delivered upon ceasing to belong to the Service
31. Failure to deliver accoutrements upon ceasing to be a prison officer

32. Gratuities payable after twelve years' service or more

33. Gratuities payable in certain circumstances before completing twelve years’ service
34. Gratuities on death before 12 years’ service payable to next of kin, etc. in proportion
to years of service

35. Gratuities remaining unpaid at death: how disposed of

36. Compensation in case of death or injury incurred on duty

37. Gratuities payable in certain circumstances to prison officer who contribute to
fund

PART II CLASSIFICATION, GRADING AND SEPARATION.
38. (No title)

PART III PRISON MINISTERS AND VISITING JUSTICES
39. Duties of resident chaplains
40. Facilities to be given to Visiting justices
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41.
42.

Visiting Justices to note complaints
Visiting Justices not to give orders

PART IV MEDICAL OFFICERS

43.
44,
45.
46.

47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

To ensure cleanliness

Medical attention etc.

Visits to sick prisoners and prison officers
To see those in separate confinement

To inspect prison in detail monthly

Release of incurably sick

Dangerous illness

Records of sickness and death of prisoners
Mental cases

Contagious diseases

Identity marks.

Hospital accomodation

PART V PRISON ADMINISTRATION

55.
56.
57.

58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.

Procedure on admission of a prisoner
Classification
Unlock

Labour distribution

Days of rest

Mode of work

Wet Weather

Proportion of prisoners to warders
Cellular labour

Lock-up

Clothing

Washing of clothing
Identification labels

Bathing

Head shaving

Weighing

Cleanliness and sanitation of premises
Drinking water

Airing of bedding

Exercise

Instruction

Religion

Duty of ministers

Prisoner's correspondence
Communications with prisoners
Visitors to long term prisoners
Searching

Searching of staff

Discipline and punishments
Handcuffs
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85. General safe custody
86. Restraint

87. Prisoner’s review
88. Discharge

CIVIL PRISONERS
89. Subiject to the general rules

PRISONERS UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH

90. Visits

91. Notice of Execution

92. Burial

93. Notice of death by execution

PART VI DIETARY

94. To be tested

95. Weights are of uncooked food

96. Time of meals

97. Differentiation

98. Scales of diet

99. Diet may be varied in case of necessity

PART VII CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT OF CELLS AND WARDS
100. Ventilation

101. Cell equipment

102. Means of communication

PART VIII CONVICT LEADERS
103. Selection of Convict Leaders

PART IX PRISONS REWARDS AND FINES FUND

104. Establishment of the Prisons Rewards and Fines Fund
105. Payments

106. Purposes of the fund

107. No title

108. Rewards of prison payable to fund

PART X MISCELLANEOUS

109. Visiting and inspections
110. Duty to reportirregularities
111. General penalty

112. Repeal
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