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1966 Extension and Modification of the 1959 Maritime Code 
Decree Law No. 7 of 1 November 1966 as converted into Law, with a few more 
amendments, by Law No. 3 of 7 January 1967, which also amended slightly Articles 4, 
9 and 12 of the (1966) Decree Law 
 
Preamble 
CHAPTER 1 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Article 1 Extension of the Maritime Code to the Northern Regions 
Article 2 Ministry of Communications and Transport 
Article 3 Territorial Sea  
Article 4 Administrative Divisions of the Shores (Amended by Article 1 of Law No. 3 of 7 
January 1967 as follows: 

‘5. For the purpose of the Maritime Administration, the Shores of the State Territory 
shall be considered a single Maritime Circumscription with Mogadiscio as the chief 
town; and its office shall be called the Maritime and Port Service of Mogadiscio. The 
maritime circumscription shall include the Maritime Sections of Chisimaio, extending 
from Ras Chiambone to Ras Audulla (excluding Ras Audulla); of Merca; extending 
from Ras Audulla to Danane (excluding Danane); of Mogadiscio, extending· from 
Danane to El Cabone (excluding El Cabone); of Obbia, extending from El Cabone to Eil 
(excluding Eil); of Alula, extending from Eil to Durbo (excluding Durbo); of Bosaso, 
extending from Durbo to Bender Ziad (including Bender Zaid); of Las Koreh, extending 
from Bender Ziad to Ras Sura; of Mait extending from Ras Sura to Ras Khanzir of 
Berbera, extending from Ras Khanzir to Bulhar (exclding Bulhar); of Zeila, extending 
from Bulhar to Loya Ada:1 and the Maritime Branch Offices of Brava, Adale ,Eil, 
Bender Beila, Hafun, Hordio, Bargal,  Candala, Elayu, and Heis’. 

Article 5 Maritime Authority 
Article 6 Maritime Authority’s power to impose fine for disciplinary reasons on physical 
and juridical reasons 
Article 7 Staff of the Maritime Authority 
Article 8 Flag of the Mercantile Marine 
 
CHAPTER II SHIPPING AND FORWARDING AGENTS 
Article 9 Shipping and Forwarding Agents (Amended by Article 1 of Law No. 3 of 7 
January 1967 as follows: 

1.  The Shipping and Forwarding Agents shall have the 
right to deal with the Maritime Authority and the dependent offices 
in respect of documents and formalities relating to ships, dhows, 
and floating crafts, on behalf of third persons (ship-owners, navigation 
companies, shipmasters, etc.). 
2. Shipping and Forwarding Agents, except as otherwise provided 
by special laws, shall be licenced by the Maritime Authority. 
The licence may be issued on an application presented, together with 
the following documents, by the applicant: 
a) birth certificate, showing that the applicant is of age; 
b) certificate of residence and nationality: 
c) good conduct certificate; 
d) Chamber of Commerce certificate showing that the applicant 
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has worked for , at least two years as an apprentice with a shipping or Forwarding 
Agent, and possesses therefore the required experience; 
e) certificate issued by the Maritime Authority showing that the applicant has passed 
an examination in maritime and port matters; 
f) deposit into the Somali· National Bank of Sh. So. 3,000 (three thousand) according 
to the prescribed rules;  
g) acceptance to comply with all formalities and obligations prescribed by the 
Maritime Authority, including the payment of an annual fee of Sh. So. 1,000 (one 
thousand) for the Shipping Agent licences. 
3. The issue of the licence shall be subject to the payment of a fee of Sh. So. 500 (five 
hundred). 
The annual renewal fee of the licence shall be Sh. So. 150 (one hundred fifty). 

 
CHAPTER III REGISTRATION FEES AND ANNUAL TAX 
Article 10 Registration Fees and Annual Tax  
 
CHAPTER IV DOCUMENTATION: IDENTIFICATION AND TRANSFER OF VESSELS 
Article 11 General Provisions 
Article 12 Vessels eligible to be registered (Amended by Article 1 of Law No. 3 of 7 
January 1967)  as follows: 

l. Any sea going vessel wherever built, owned by a Somali citizen or a foreign national, 
shall be eligible for documentation. The terms “citizen” and “national” shall include 
corporations, partnerships and associations of individuals. 
2. Any vessel, either self-propelled or the sailing type weighing less than 1,000 net tons 
engaged solely in trading between ports in the Republic, shall be registered locally. 

Article 13 Registration fee and tonnage tax 
Article 14 Title of ship’s Document 
Article 15 Conditions for the Issuance of Permanent Registration Certificate 
Article 16 Measurement 
Article 17 Certificate of Measurement 
Article 18 Tonnage statements in Registration Certificate 
Article 19 Forms of documents 
Article 20 Numbering Registration Certificates and Licences 
Article 21 Provisional Registration Certificates to vessels abroad 
Article 22 Denial of document 
Article 23 Sale of document forbidden 
Article 24 Transfer foreign 
Article 25 Surrender and cancellation of Registration Certificate 
Article 26 New document  
Article 27 Builders Certificate  
Article 28 Names, Numbers and Marks on Vessels 
Article 29 Change in name of vessel 
Article 39 Inspection of documents 
Article 31 Deposit of Ship’s documents with Consul 
Article 32 Perjury 
Article 33 Compliance with appropriate standards 
 
CHAPTER V PROHIBITION OF VESSELS TO CALL AT CERTAIN PORTS 
Article 34 Prohibition of vessels to call at certain ports 
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CHAPTER VI PREFERRED SHIP MOTGAGES AND MARITIME LEINS 
Article 35 Recording contents 
Article 36 Preferred mortgage, documentary endorsements 
Article 37 Termination of mortgagee’s interest 
Article 38 Recordation: conditions precedent 
Article 39 Preferred mortgage  
Article 40 Lien of preferred mortgage 
Article 41 Interest on preferred mortgage 
Article 42 Priority, discharge of liens: penalty 
Article 43 Certified copies: exhibition 
Article 44 Record of notice of all claim of lien: discharge of lien: discharge of mortgage 
Article 45 Foreclosure and default: jurisdiction and procedure 
Article 46 Foreclosure: Priority of preferred mortgage lien: Exemption 
Article 47 Necessaries; liens, enforcements 
Article 48 Necessaries; waiver of lien 
 
CHAPTER VII WRECKS AND SALVAGE 
Article 49 International Agreements 
Article 50 International Agreements: Derelict expences 
Article 51 Vessels stranded on foreign coasts 
Article 52 Right to salvage not affected by ownership of vessel 
Article 53 Salvage remuneration 
Article 54 Time limit for salvage suits 
Article 55 Recovery of salvage services rendered by State vessles 
 
CHAPTER VIII MANNING REQUIREMENTS AND CREW COMPLEMENTS 
Article 56 Full complement required 
Article 57 Log Books 
Article 58 Officers and crew 
Article 59 File regarding crew 
 
CHAPTER IX JURISDICTION OF THE COURTS OF THE REPUBLIC 
Article 60 Jurisdiction of the Courts of the Republic  
 
CHAPTER X FINAL PROVISIONS 
Article 61 Power to make regulations 
Article 62 Interpretation 
Article 63 Abrogation 
Article 64 Entry into Force 


